The Mishloah Manot Myth

Il. PRACTICAL HALAKHAH VS.
WHAT YOU HEARD FROM SOMEONE ELSE

MYTH I: TWO BERAKHOT
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1. Megillah 7a

Rav Yosef taught a baraita that the verse states: “And of sending
portions one to another,” indicating two portions to one person.
The verse continues: “And gifts to the poor,” indicating two gifts

to two people.

2. Shulban Arukb 695:4

One is obligated to send their fellow two portions of meat or other
foods, as it says: “and of sending portions to one another” — two
portions to one person. And one who send to many neihbors is

praiseworthy.

3. Arukb ba-Shulban 695:14
But two pieces from same kind - this is insufficient. For when is

one cut considered two pieces?

4. Halikbot Shlomo (Elul—Adar), Chapter 19
[12] Two pieces of the same kind that are differentiated by taste,
such as two different types of chicken or the like, are considered

two portions.

MYTH Il: TYPES OF FOODS
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S. Mishnah Berurah 695, 20

But not clothing or other items. And the law is that drinks are also
acceptable, for drinking is in the rubric of eating. Similarly, it is suf-
ficient to send one food item and one drink. The food item must
already be cooked and not raw, for mishloah manot means that it
must be read to eat. Though some say that if it was already slaugh-
tered and ready to be cooked immediately, that is permitted.
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6. Rosh Yosef, Megillah 7a
One is obligated to send two gifts of meat or other foods. It is not
correct to say that if one sends two fruits of the same kind that that

is not sufficient.

7. Piskei Teshuvot 695, n. 88

And the custom is to send sweet treats ... and it is possible to justify
the custom - for there is an obligation on the father to educate his
small children also in the mitzvor of the Purim sendah, which is one
of the obligations of the day. And children feel joy with sweet
treats, thus there is value for the hosts of the sexdah to have sweet
treats to give to the children to thus fulfil the mitzvah of hinukh,
in the language of the Shulban Arukh (529): “and the children en-

joy nuts and treats.”

MYTH Ill: ONE SIZE FITS ALL
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8. Megillah 7a

Rabbi Yehuda Nesia sent to Rabbi Oshaya the leg of a third-born
calf and a jug of wine. Rabbi Oshaya sent him a message: You have
tulfilled through us, our teacher: “And sending portions one to an-

other and gifts to the poor.”

9. Yerushalmi Megillah 1:4

Rebbi Yudan the Patriarch sent the Great Rebbi Hoshaia a roast
and a pitcher of wine. He sent and told him, you fulfilled with us
“and gifts to the poor.” Then he sent him a calf and a barrel of
wine. He sent and told him, you fulfilled with us, “And sending

portions one to another.”

10. Hiddushei ha-Ritva, Megillah 7a

... To explain, that the gift was not precious enough in his eyes. He
thus said that it was not a gift fit for a person like him and he did
not fulfil his obligation of mishloalh manot, he thus sent a new gift

... saying that this is a gift fit for him.
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MYTH IV:
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11. Teshuvot ve-Hanhbagot Vol. 11 §354

And from these words we learn something crucial, that it is not
enough to fulfil the mitzvah through one significant gift but two
gifts of significance, for even though the calf was significant he still
did not fulfil his obligation until he also brought a significant
amount of wine, and this is an important law of mishloah manot

— to specifically send two gifts of significance.

And for those who would wonder if the significance depends on
what the giver considers significance, and it needs to be in accord-
ance with their wealth, or it depends on the significance perceived
by the receiver, we can resolve it based on the reason behind
mishloalh manot. For those that explain it to be about conviviality,
it depends on what the giver considers to be significant. But if the
reason is that it should be food for the Purim meal, it depends on
the receiver. In practice it is good to be stringent for both perspec-
tives and if one of them is wealthy they should give according to

what the wealthy will find enjoyable.

12. Rivevot Ephraim Vol. VI §387

If one sent meat to a vegetarian knowing that they are vegetarian,
it’s likely that they did not fulfil the obligation. And if one sent
something that the receiver is not stringent upon himself to not
eat but the sender is, it is likely they did fulfil the obligation. And
if one sent something that the receiver is stringent upon but the

sender is not, it is likely that they did not fulfil the obligation.

13. Piskei Teshuvot, O.H. 695

But one who sends food with a bekbsher that the recipient is par-
ticular not to eat things with that hekbsher, since it is not prohib-
ited and only a stringency, one fulfils their obligation. And the law
is that if'a person sends to their friend food that they won’t eat due
to health reasons they still fulfil their obligation.

WHO IS OBLIGATED?

14. Megillah 4a
And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi also said: Women are obligated in
the reading of the Megillabh, as they too were significant partners

in that miracle.
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15. Rama, O.H. 695:4
And a woman is obligated in sending portions to the destitute and

sending portions to one’s fellows like a man is.

16. Magen Avrabam, 695, 14

And I'have not seen women be particular about this and it is pos-
sible that [the Rema] speaks specifically about widows but a
woman with a husband, her husband sends on her behalf to many

people. In any case one should be stringent.

MYTH V: THE NEED FOR A SHALIAH
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17. Binyan Tzion §44

And in my humble opinion the reason for Mahari Brin and Rama
is because it is written “and sending gifts” and not “and giving
gifts” as it is written “and gifts to the poor.” For the language of
“giving” is relevant for gifts, as it is written, “He would give to
Peninah ... gifts. And to Hannah he gave one gift” (I Sam. 1:4-5).
From here it seems that the verse was only specific when it came to
the sending, that is that it goes from the sender. But a gift is only
called that when it goes from the hand of the giver to the hand of
the receiver. ... But here it is written “and sending gifts” for this is

only an obligation fulfilled when sent through a messenger.

18. Kaf ha-Hayyim 695, 41

In Responsa Binyan Tzion §44, he questions whether if one
brought the portion himself, and not through a messenger, if he
has fulfilled the commandment since it is written, “and sending,”
we can say that we need it to be specifically through a messenger,
see there. But it appears to me that one cannot be exacting about
it only being through a messenger, for we have found the expres-
sion, “sending,” in several places, and it is not with a messenger. As
it is written with Noah, “and he sent out his hand and took it”
(Gen. 8:9). And with Avraham, “And Avraham sent out his hand”
(Gen. 22:10). And “When you send him free from you” (Deut.
15:13), and there are many like these. Nevertheless, if it is possible,
it should be done with a messenger on account of the honor. But
if it is impossible, the commandment should not be negated on

account of this. And that is simple.




MYTH VI: MORE IS BETTER
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19. M.T. Laws of Megillah 2:17

It is preferable for a person to be more liberal with his donations
to the poor than to be lavish in his preparation of the Purim feast
or in sending portions to his friends. For there is no greater and
more splendid happiness than to gladden the hearts of the poor,
the orphans, the widows, and the converts. One who brings hap-
piness to the hearts of these unfortunate individuals resembles the
Divine Presence, as it is written, “to revive the spirit of the lowly

and to revive those with broken hearts” (Is. 57:15).




